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OUR VISION 

excellence out of poverty;  
that Lesotho's poorest will 

become Lesotho's best



2014 was a year characterised by steady growth and momentum. We are expanding 
our team of local partners and volunteers. We launched Sepheo School with 7 students 
and welcomed 6 more at the end of the year. Youth who are living on the streets are 
coming along to Character, Resilience and Leadership training every week, maturing, 
and starting to leave the streets. We are using every opportunity to   communicate  the 
message of purpose.  In fact, we start most of our activities with the simple declaration, 
“My name is _________, and I was created for a purpose.” Children are starting to believe 
it. Things are beginning to change.  

But most importantly, our children who live, work and beg on the streets are changing. 
They are moving forward and many are unrecognisable from their former selves. They 
are breaking stereotypes. 

We’re proud that 29 kids left the streets this year. Old hangouts where children would sit 
and get high on glue are emptying. People are asking, “where did all the street kids go?” 

At Sepheo, we never like to announce successes as our own, but we are proud of what 
our kids are doing for themselves. Join us as we celebrate their achievements, their 
growth and their pursuit of purpose.  

Josh Groves      Belinda Groves 

From the Directors
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Lesotho

23%
of a population of 2 million living with HIV. This 
is the third highest rate in the world and the only 
country on the planet where it is increasing

363, 
000

of the 1,073,000 children in Lesotho are 
orphans

8.1%of children have been abandoned by either their 
father or mother

40% of the population described as ‘ultra-poor’ by 
the UN

23% of children aged 5-14 are engaged in child labor

Lesotho, the Mountain Kingdom, is 
a small landlocked nation in 
Southern Africa. It’s people are 
called the Basotho.



“My stepmother 
poisoned my food.”

[our] 
Children 
on the 
Street

“My grandfather made me watch the cows. I wanted to go to school.”

“My uncle took my house 
when my mother died.”

“I don’t know where my 
dad is.”

“He 
says I 

am not 
his son.”
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“My mother is 
too sick to work.”

“M
y sister’s boyfriend beats m

e.”

“I stay alone. My mum 
never comes home at 
night.”

“I 
have 
no-
one.”

“I
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“My mum works 
in South Africa.”

Children are on the streets for many reasons.  

Some have raised themselves here, sleeping 
under makeshift shelters, suffering disease 
and malnutrition and turning to violence and 
crime to make a living. 

Others are the breadwinners for their 
families, coming into town from surrounding 
villages to beg or do small jobs to take 
money home at the end of the night. 

O n e  t h i n g  w e  k n o w :  
t h e y  w e r e  c r e a t e d  f o r  a   

p u r p o s e



Who We Are

Sepheo is a charity that works with 
children living or begging on the 
streets in Maseru, Lesotho’s 
capital. Our vision is Excellence 
out of Poverty; that Lesotho’s 
Poorest will Become Lesotho’s 
Best. We know it’s audacious, but 
we believe it’s possible.  

JOSH AND BELINDA GROVES  

Belinda was a political adviser who came to Lesotho on a 
short-term contract in 2012. On her way to and from work each 
day, she started to develop relationships with children on the 
streets of Maseru, becoming increasingly involved in their daily 
lives.  Josh was a management consultant in Australia before 
joining Belinda in Lesotho to launch Sepheo. 

Sepheo is the 
f i r s t p o i n t 
o f c a l l f o r 
a l l c h i l d r e n 
and youth on 
the streets



Character, 
Resilience & 
Leadership



When an older youth comes to us 
wanting to make a change in their 
lives, we tell them to start with Friday 
Training. 
Every week, we book out the main 

park in Maseru for youth who live on the street full time. 
Here, they learn how to be punctual, to work hard towards 
a goal and to enjoy the rewards of progress and self-
improvement. 
Friday Training is about developing resilience —  
something they need to get off the street and succeed. 
Most plans for successful futures are birthed at Friday 
Training.

friday 

training

Bible study is an 
essential component 
of CRL. Every week 
after training we meet 
over lunch to discuss 
issues of character, 
c h o i c e s a n d 
p u r p o s e

Sepheo  equips  a  child  to  succeed  by  building  the  internal 
qualities  of  success.  Character  development  is  central  to  the 
Sepheo  model.  As  children  develop  strong  personal  qualities, 
they  are  better  able  to  take  and  maximise  opportunities 
provided by other programs.  Right  foundations sustain a child 
throughout their lifetime.



Education



  

 

FOR EVERY CHILD IN SEPHEO SCHOOL

Chi ldren on the 
s t r e e t f o c u s o n 

s u r v i v a l  

Because of this, many 
have missed out on 

e d u c a t i o n

not just sepheo 
school

When a child has been out of school for only 
a short time, our team does everything 
possible to reintegrate them back into their 
mainstream school environment and support 
them as they complete their studies. 

Sepheo School is for kids who have been out of 
school for more than one year. Most of our 
students haven’t been to school in years. 
We run daily classes that are fun and reinstil 
confidence in each child’s ability to learn. 
We make the most of self-paced learning and give 
each student access to one-on-one tuition during 
school hours. 
For the majority of our children, school is their safe 
place and the only place they receive love. 



Enterprise



We assist the families of young children and also the older 
youth transitioning off the streets to make gradual, sustainable 
plans for their futures. This process involves goal setting, 
financial saving, coaching and, where necessary, re-skilling.

KB is a regular participant in all 
of Sepheo’s CRL activities. When 
he wanted to make a change in 
his life, he started goal setting. 
He said that if he could get a 

bike that there were numerous employment 
opportunities available to him. 

We sourced a bike and set a fair price. While still 
living on the street and being mentored by one of 
our team, KB found ways to earn money and save 
bit by bit. It was hard work, but he did it himself. 

He’s now using his bike to earn money for his next 
goal, gradually making progress towards financial 
security.

KB

Mpho was identified on the streets in 2012 and 
successfully returned to mainstream school the 
following year.  

After Mpho’s father was unfairly arrested earlier 
this year, his mother had to take a loan at 
exorbitant interest to pay his bail. Although he 
was now free, he lost his job and her small 
income could no longer cover the family’s basic 
needs on top of loan repayments.  

Sepheo worked with Mpho’s father to identify 
employment opportunities that matched his 
skills. He is now back in 
full-time employment and 
able to financially support 
the 7 children under the 
family’s care.

Mpho’s dad



January - December 2014

INCOME ZAR

Grants 33,630.00  

Donations 169,872.46  

INCOME TOTAL 203,502.46  

EXPENSES

   Projects

      Social Work

         Emergencies 5,684.68  

         Staff Salary 39,930.00  

         Parking 31.50  

         Travel 2,630.00  

         Phone Airtime 2,359.37  

      Total 50,635.55  

      Sepheo School

         Auto - Fuel 4,468.83  

         Auto - Maintenance 942.80  

         Auto - Vehicle Purchase and Import 42,188.90  

         Classroom iPads and Accessories 21,270.00  

         Food 3,050.32  

         Miscellaneous 134.00  

         Staff Salary 5,375.00  

         School Facility Capital 33,680.00  

         Educational Supplies and Materials 3,222.93  

         Uniforms 2,565.00  

      Total 116,897.78  

      CRL

         Friday Lunch 3,594.42  

         Friday Training 6,559.67  

      Total 10,154.09  

   Projects Total 177,687.42  

   Administration
      2.2 Bank charges 3,365.45  

      2.3 Office/General Administrative Expenses 866.30  

      2.5 Utilities - Internet 1,289.85  

   Administration Total 5,521.60  

   Fundraising Total 35.50  

EXPENSES TOTAL 183,244.52  

Net Position 20,257.94  

B o t h f o u n d i n g 
D i r e c t o r s w e r e 
unpaid by Sepheo 
in 2014. These are 

the only two foreign staff.  The rest of 
the Sepheo team is comprised of a 
full-time social worker, a full-time 
teacher, 4 volunteer tutors and a 
volunteer cook.

Staff

The following major 
assets are held by 
Sepheo: 

• 2000 Toyota Grand Hiace 
(100,000km) 

• Mobile Classroom 

• 3 x Student iPads 

• Library Books

Assets

Finances



 

In addition to the local and international individuals who support Sepheo every month 
through generous contributions, the following government, organisation and business 
partners joined with Sepheo: 

Lesotho Ministry of Social Development 

Word of Life Church Maseru 

Maseru United Church 

Catholic Relief Services 

Australian Christian Churches International Missions (AUS) 

Figtree Anglican Church (AUS) 

Adfin Loans and Leasing (AUS)  

Partnerships



Sepheo is a registered charitable trust in Lesotho

www.sepheo.org

facebook.com/SepheoLesothoinstagram.com/sepheo ✉ contact@sepheo.org

http://instagram.com/sepheo
mailto:contact@sepheo.org
mailto:contact@sepheo.org
http://instagram.com/sepheo
http://facebook.com/SepheoLesotho
http://www.sepheo.org
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